NEWS LETTER

APRIL 1946

‘Events heve moved rapidly at the Americen Ferm School end in Greece since
birs. Bliss sent out her last News Letter in December 1945, just before her death.
Her successor in the New York office as Executive Secretary is lirs, Hartley, the
of Rev, Robert Hartley of Rochester, New York, She is & graduate of Wellesley o
the class of and is deeply interested in the kind of work the Americen Farm Se
is doing for Greece. ©She and her husband visited the School in Greece before the
so she has the background of first hand knowledge of the work she is undertaking,
ere glad to introduce her to the many friends and contributors of the School, and °
extend to her a werm welcome to this work thet is of such vitsal importance to Gree‘

The Memoriel Fund for Ethel House Bliss is now $10,296,00, end the gi'_
coutinue to come in. It will be e ver; substantial help to the school, &s well ac
beautiful tribute to the love and devotlon end rere ability that was given so ge
for the School by lirs, Bliss, Before declding on the form of the memorial the t
will await advice from iir. House.

GREEK ELECTIONS: The Greek Elections which took plece on lMarch 31st brot
to the Schecl farm 8 friendly, breezy group o Americans from everywhere, One hund
of them with thrée trucks and 35 Jjeeps were housed in some of the barrecks left
School farm by the Germans. They were fixed up for ALFOGE (Americen liission of Ob
of Greek Elections) es there seemed to be nc other suiteble. place for the groups
& busy time getting reedy for them, iirs., House writes, ™Some of the workmen and
-worked all night long for 36 hours on a stretch to get the place reedy on time,
only for tea at midnight. The AMFOGE, living here at the farm, are now very muc
home, end many heve become interested in the School, as if they were really a pe
they are being helpful in so meny ways, They are full of jokes and leughter, ar
with their lucK in "finding such 2 place o They c#ll their berracks the "Grend Hot

There sre 120 boys and girls in the School on the ferm be51des all the
peocple living end working here, &nd Scout troops campiay ocul overy week end, lir
writes, "The boys are easger tc learn agd full of zeal in the practical lessons
livestock and in the T™eld and shops." Twentyfive former students of the uppe
returned on Februsry 15 for ean intensive course of five months and' to receive
certificates. They are so heppy to be back. All efternoon they wandered ebout
_groups looking at the charnges in five years. They said to lir. House, "We are go
' help you now," And they will, for they are men now, Some have aged very much
have been through hard experiences, and ere no longer carefree boyss. 8

The School has been allotted, through UNRRA, 2 Guernsey bulls both your
and frisky, one cow and four Leifers. A number of these enimels are being distrib
first to institutions where they can be used tc help the country, The Scheol, &
received one big truck and two smaller ones, which help tremendcusly in tbe ‘tren
problems on the farm. :

ravages o’ war hes mede it possible, not caly to uasten the restoration of~
but hes given work *to a great number of pecple from neighboring villages, on
vation project for irrigation purposes. "with thelr certs, picks and ah ‘
moved more than 8000 cu.yds. of dirt, meking an earthen dam %o coll

hills during the rains. It also will be 8 protection age 14

There are probably hundreds of villeges where water can be

poses, the work being done with the simple equipmaat

their free times




The Girls' Cchool, called KALETHEA for its besutiful view, hes ¢
care for. It is & fine chubby litile boy, 6 months old, whose mother died
The father could not cere for it properly so has loaned it to the School.
girls crowded around as they showed him to us,™ writes lMrs. House, "saying,
his mothers. They eare teking cherge of him in turn, weekly, and heve fixed qu
room for him, This efternoon one of the UNRRA American nurses is coming out to s
& course for the teachers of the Girls' School on the care and Peedidg of babie
beby will be brought down for demonstreiion purposes, 5 oty

VISITORS:s As alweys, meny visitors find their way to the American F m

School - over 400 during the past six weeks including the UNRRA officials, ANF
friends, #nd groups from the city of Salonica., "One of the biggest events s
letter," writes birs. House, "is the visit of Prof, Frenk Bailey of ut. Holyo

(our new trustee) who is on the Ilission for the State Departrment. Commander Bg
was Naval attache} et Sslonlca for eight months after the liberation of Greece"
et the Ferm Ochool. He beceme deeply interested in the School and its educati
possibilities, : . :

BOY SCOUTS: The work thet Mr, Theo Litsas heas been‘doing for the Boy
of Greece 1s of great imporience. As Lcout Commissioner for liacedonia he knows
leaders, and especielly after heving them here at the School lect summer for tre
They very much heed his leadership, but without trensportetion he can‘t get are
much. 5 S

CIFTS: '"Packeges are coming through Leautifully™, writes iirs, House,
‘& great help. The coverells heve caused specisl excitement emong the boys. Th
the boys lacked overalls as we had not been eble to get enough meteriel for %h
& friead we had been eble to got some sort of white sheeting dved a khaki colo
to make overalls for pert of the boys, and some were sent from America., The exp
having things mede is prohibitive, but the ladies brought their machines, &nd pu
busy day cutting them cut and sewing them up. There were sixteen of us alto
gave some of the children the job of sorting the buttons thet friends have s
Americ= and stringing them together. We found thet to get emough for 53 overall
be quite e problem, so two of the ladies brought over the buttons they had o«
soldiers overalls and we heve plenty. But the littlest boys who were left withou
come often to ask if sny heve ccome yet, They are very good about it when diseps
end say 'Thembarezi’ (never mind), but are back agein in a day or twoc to msk
they have errived.™ ™News has come that the SS WILLIAM PEFTERELL hes errive.
and we hope this meens not only the overslle for the boys but the much need
end parts for the tracter for the farm.," -

To those who helped so generously 1u sending clothes, overalls, shoes
by ¥r. end Xrs, House when they returned end since,lirs. House writes, "Everyon
with the clothing end are so grateful for it. Ever so many hrve come to me. 0
to pass on their thanks to those who thought of them. You can understand bett
these things meen when you know thet lsst fall en ordinary man's shirt cost
‘the meking of overslls in e factory cost $30.00 for one, Thet does not ine
meterial. But it is not only the actual clothing and food that is sent out
thought thet friends in the United States are thinking of them, and caring
send things to them that helps. It is this sort of cering and giving thet
tc bulld up the kind of internationsl friendships thet w111 assure the
arid the sucocess of the United ma+ions. : = =

 On February 26, lirs. House vrites, "I em sitting
in the bright sunshine, birds twittering, sheep bells E
delicate fragrance of the almond blosscms‘eve,,A




guiet and serenec. But tha workmen demolishing i Hall discoT
- ~bomb, larger than the ono that blew up the buildingv zt is under & hh

bamb éxperta sre oaming out thia afternoon to ramovu it --and s0 in thef;ﬂ
end besuty we are reminded of wer." And great are the problems of Greece
ths rest of the world in the aftermath of the war, N:é. House writu-, *G 5

~,,c19arer understanding of the truth."

~on their liberstion, October 14, 1944, he said

- abiding values in life have been born in your spirits as e result of yo

 the eppreciation of these values will be & scurce of new power to you =

 full utilization of your mountains and streems, your pleins and your sea,‘
to you, and may He bless you on this day of new hope,™

In this Paith, the Americsn Farm School is working with fhe pao
‘to bring about the day of New Hopeg T G X




